
 February 18, 2016 

Quote of the week: 

Experience is the teacher of all things. 

Julius Caesar 

 

 ON THE HORIZON FOR ALL STUDENTS! 
See Week 3 information – “Project Based Learning – Part 1” by following this 
link: 
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/WEEK%203%20PBL%20%20Teachin
g%20the%20Engages%20Part%201.pdf 
#newtechwarriors 

 

 Senior Kamiy Bomar was named Winton Woods City 
Schools’ Skyline Student Athlete of the Month for 
February. Bomar, who plays girls basketball, has an 
overall GPA of 3.4 and is ranked 31 out of 220 in her 
class.          

“Kamiy is a tremendous athlete who has played various 
sports for Winton Woods High School,” said Athletic 
Director David Lumpkin. “She not only excels on the field 
of competition but in the classroom as well.”  

To be nominated for the Skyline Student Athlete of the 
Month, students must:  

 Maintain an academic standard of 3.0 GPA or 
above in the previous quarter 

 Show respect for coaches, teammates, officials, 
teachers, other students and family 

 Show enthusiasm and a positive attitude 

 Display commitment to practice, games and personal skill development 

 Demonstrate honesty and playing by the rules 

 Have high moral character.  
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/j/julius_caesar.html
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/WEEK%203%20PBL%20%20Teaching%20the%20Engages%20Part%201.pdf
http://www.wintonwoods.org/userfiles/557/WEEK%203%20PBL%20%20Teaching%20the%20Engages%20Part%201.pdf


The Skyline Student Athlete of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park 
Skyline, a business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Student athletes 
honored receive a $20 Skyline gift card. 

 Josh Amstutz, a fourth year teacher in Winton Woods High 
School’s Academy of Global Studies, is always ready to 
take on more work and responsibility to ensure students 
receive the best education possible. It’s this dedication and 
work ethic that led to Amstutz being chosen as the 
February Skyline Teacher of the Month for Winton Woods 
City Schools.  

Amstutz teaches Honors Algebra II, Pre-Calculus and 
Honors Pre-Calculus and this year became the AGS 
facilitator. “In this role Josh has taken true leadership 
toward continuing the success of the AGS program and 
oversees many of the components that make AGS a truly 
rewarding program for staff and students,” said Amber 
Strawser, vice-principal at the high school. 

To help with the implementation of the New Tech model 
throughout the high school, Amstutz completed rigorous 
instruction with New Tech that made him a New Tech 
trainer. “In this capacity Josh works with teachers throughout the high school to 
help them learn the New Tech model and create and implement New Tech 
projects in their classes,” said Strawser. Amstutz also coaches cross country for 
Winton Woods High School.  

To be nominated for the Skyline Teacher of the Month, teachers must 
demonstrate:  

 Excellence in the Classroom by using instructional practices that 
support higher academic achievement. 

 Motivation by encouraging and motivation students to surpass their 
expectations both academically and socially.   

 Leadership by having a positive attitude with students, parents, 
colleagues and the community.   

 Creativity and Imagination by demonstrating creativity in teaching in a 
way that inspires students to learn.  

 Dedication by showing excellent attendance, punctuality and overall 
dependability.  

 Communication by communicating effectively to their classrooms, 
parents, colleagues and beyond.  

  
The Skyline Teacher of the Month Award is sponsored by the Forest Park 
Skyline, a business partner of Winton Woods City Schools. Teachers honored 
receive a $30 Skyline gift card.   



 Winton Woods High School 
sophomore Princess Dyer 
and senior Timia Johnson 
recently received awards in 
the Scholastic Art and 
Writing Contest and had 
their work on display at the 
Art Academy of Cincinnati 
from January 22-February 5. 
Dyer won a Gold Key award 
for an acrylic painting of her 
grandmother, and Johnson 
won honorable mention for a 
tempura abstract painting.   

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton 
Woods art teacher Carol 
Becci-Youngs (from left) is shown with artists Timia Johnson and Princess Dyer 
and art teacher Megan Smarda.     

 

 Shaundale Green had his gloves on and snow shovel in 
hand to help out community members during the snow 
storm on Monday, February 8. With school called off 
that day, Green, a senior at Winton Woods High School 
and a Forest Park Fire Department Explorer/Cadet, 
joined Assistant Fire Chief Jermaine Hill in shoveling 
driveways and walkways for several elderly citizens.  

“Along with his love of community, Shaundale is 
working toward being a firefighter after graduation,” said 
Hill. “If Monday was any indication, he's definitely on the 
right track.” 

Hill said he’d love to hear from any elderly citizens who 
need assistance during snowy periods, or any students 
who are interested in becoming a Fire Explorer. He can 
be contacted at the Forest Park Fire Department at 
513-595-5291.  

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods senior Shaundale 
Green spent a recent snow day doing community service in Forest Park. Photo 
by Jermaine Hill.  



 Gifted and talented art 
students from Winton Woods 
Intermediate School recently 
traveled to the Cincinnati Art 
Museum with their visual arts 
teacher Aaron Schmits to 
take the Ancient to Modern 
Art tour and learn about art 
history. As the students 
stopped in different galleries 
at the museum, they had time 
to describe what they saw, 
interpret the meaning of the 
art and express their opinions 
about the piece.  

 

“My students were smiling ear 
to ear when we left the art museum,” said Schmits. “For more than half of these 
children it was their first time visiting any kind of art museum, and it will probably 
be of key importance to many of them. As gifted artists themselves, it made my 
heart glow to see bells and whistles sounding and gears and cogs turning that 
had never been set into motion.”  
 
Schmits said conversations that were started on the bus continued back at 
school. “We had so many great follow-up questions and discussions, and I'm 
sure it will not be the last of it.” 
 
PHOTO CAPTION: Fifth and sixth grade gifted and talented art students from 
Winton Woods Intermediate School pose by the bus provided by Art Links for 
their trip to the Cincinnati Art Museum. Photo by Aaron Schmits.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 If the last year was a fairy tale 
for Royalty Hightower, she 
would definitely be the 
princess of the story. This 
Winton Woods Intermediate 
School fifth grader has 
starred in a movie, attended 
the Venice—yes, Italy!—Film 
Festival and the Sundance 
Film Festival, been featured 
in Vogue and Rolling Stone 
magazines, and received 
glowing reviews from just 
about everyone who’s seen 
the film, The Fits. This was, 
by the way, her first time acting.  

“I just thought (The Fits) was a regular movie,” said Hightower. “I didn’t know that 
it would blow up like this.” But even with all the attention she’s been receiving, 
Hightower is like most fifth graders. She enjoys math more than English and tries 
hard to keep up with her homework, even though that sometimes has meant 
completing a work packet in a hotel room instead of at home. As she’s traveled 
around the world to promote the movie, her teachers and classmates back home 
have been happy and excited for her.    

Hightower’s journey into acting began when writer, director and producer Anna 
Rose Holmer chose the Q-kidz, the local drill team Hightower belongs to in 
Cincinnati’s West End, as the focus of her movie, The Fits. After auditioning 
several girls from the Q-kidz, Holmer chose Hightower to star as Toni, a young 
girl who leaves the world of boxing, which she has shared with her brother, to join 
the high energy drill team that practices in the same recreation center.  

Hightower loves to dance and has been a part of the Q-kidz since she was 6, 
following in the footsteps of her older sister, Yrmajesti. These days she’s also 
teaching herself to tumble, which she said is “coming easy” because of her 
flexibility and dance background. Dancing and tumbling though come in a distant 
second to Hightower’s new love—acting.  

Talent agencies are now calling her mom on a regular basis, and Hightower 
recently auditioned for two new roles. “We taped the auditions at home instead of 
going to California,” she said. As much fun as it was playing Toni in The Fits, 
Hightower said her dream role would be in a horror film, where she plays the sole 
survivor. “I really like acting and can see it as a career,” she said.   

The Fits, starring Royalty Hightower, is coming to Cincinnati this summer. Until 
then, the trailer can be seen at thefitsfilm.com. 



PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods fifth grader Royalty Hightower plays Toni in 
the movie The Fits, which was filmed in Cincinnati’s West End and premiered at 
the Venice Film Festival.  

 Follow this link to learn more about academic summer enrichment available for 
students Pre-K-6.  
http://www.wintonwoods.org/News/11578#sthash.euU0iwMa.dpbs 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Feb. 22   Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
March 8   Digital Literacy Night, 6:30 p.m. WWHS 
March 11   End of Third Quarter 
March 12   2nd Annual WWCS Fine Arts Fair, 1:00 p.m. @ WWHS 
March 13   Daylight Savings Time Begins 
March 16   Your Future is Now:  College and Career Readiness   
    Seminar, 6:30 p.m. @WWHS 
March 21   Board of Education Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  
March 25- April 4  Spring Break – School Resumes on April 5 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is brought to you by: Gina Burnett, designer; Teresa Cleary, writer 
and photographer. 
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